
I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this 

city, educated under Gamaliel, strictly according to the law of 

our fathers, being zealous for God just as you all are today.  

(Acts 22:3 NASB) 

When they had driven him out of the city, they began stoning 

him; and the witnesses laid aside their robes at the feet of a 

young man named Saul. (Acts 7:58 NASB) 

“Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not 

come to bring peace, but a sword. For I came to SET A MAN 

AGAINST HIS FATHER, AND A DAUGHTER AGAINST HER 

MOTHER, AND A DAUGHTER-IN-LAW AGAINST HER 

MOTHER-IN-LAW; and A MAN’S ENEMIES WILL BE THE 

MEMBERS OF HIS HOUSEHOLD. “He who loves father or 

mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son 

or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who 

does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. 

He who has found his life will lose it, and he who has lost his 

life for My sake will find it. (Matthew 10:34-39 NASB) 

“Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; so be 

shrewd as serpents and innocent as doves. But beware of men, 

for they will hand you over to the courts and scourge you in 

their synagogues; and you will even be brought before 

governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them and to 

the Gentiles. But when they hand you over, do not worry about 

how or what you are to say; for it will be given you in that hour 

what you are to say. For it is not you who speak, but it is the 

Spirit of your Father who speaks in you.   (Matthew 10:16-20 

NASB) 

They took his advice; and after calling the apostles in, they 

flogged them and ordered them not to speak in the name of 

Jesus, and then released them.   (Acts 5:40 NASB) 
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1. ______________ was a man full of the ________  

____________,  __________  and ____________. 

Now at this time while the disciples were increasing in number, 

a complaint arose on the part of the Hellenistic Jews against 

the native Hebrews, because their widows were being 

overlooked in the daily serving of food. So the twelve summoned 

the congregation of the disciples and said, “It is not desirable 

for us to neglect the word of God in order to serve tables. 

Therefore, brethren, select from among you seven men of good 

reputation, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may put 

in charge of this task. But we will devote ourselves to prayer 

and to the ministry of the word.” The statement found approval 

with the whole congregation; and they chose Stephen, a man 

full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, 

Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas and Nicolas, a proselyte from 

Antioch. And these they brought before the apostles; and after 

praying, they laid their hands on them. The word of God kept on 

spreading; and the number of the disciples continued to 

increase greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests 

were becoming obedient to the faith. (Acts 6:1-7 NASB) 

2. ______  ____  ______  __________ cannot cope with the 

____________  ____  ______  ____________  

____________  ________________ of Jesus. 

And Stephen, full of grace and power, was performing great 

wonders and signs among the people. But some men from what 

was called the Synagogue of the Freedmen, including both 

Cyrenians and Alexandrians, and some from Cilicia and Asia, 

rose up and argued with Stephen. But they were unable to cope 

with the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking.  

Then they secretly induced men to say, “We have heard him 

speak blasphemous words against Moses and against God.”  



And they stirred up the people, the elders and the scribes, and 

they came up to him and dragged him away and brought him 

before the Council. They put forward false witnesses who said, 

“This man incessantly speaks against this holy place and the 

Law; for we have heard him say that this Nazarene, Jesus, will 

destroy this place and alter the customs which Moses handed 

down to us.” And fixing their gaze on him, all who were sitting 

in the Council saw his face like the face of an angel. (Acts 6:8-

15 NASB) 

Related Passages 

And the congregation of those who believed were of one heart 

and soul; and not one of them claimed that anything belonging 

to him was his own, but all things were common property to 

them. And with great power the apostles were giving testimony 

to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was 

upon them all. For there was not a needy person among them, 

for all who were owners of land or houses would sell them and 

bring the proceeds of the sales and lay them at the apostles’ 

feet, and they would be distributed to each as any had need.  

Now Joseph, a Levite of Cyprian birth, who was also called 

Barnabas by the apostles (which translated means Son of 

Encouragement), and who owned a tract of land, sold it and 

brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet. (Acts 4:32-

37 NASB) 

A widow is to be put on the list only if she is not less than sixty 

years old, having been the wife of one man, having a reputation 

for good works; and if she has brought up children, if she has 

shown hospitality to strangers, if she has washed the saints’ 

feet, if she has assisted those in distress, and if she has devoted 

herself to every good work. But refuse to put younger widows 

on the list, for when they feel sensual desires in disregard of 

Christ, they want to get married, thus incurring condemnation, 

because they have set aside their previous pledge. At the same 

time they also learn to be idle, as they go around from house to 

house; and not merely idle, but also gossips and busybodies, 

talking about things not proper to mention. Therefore, I want 

younger widows to get married, bear children, keep house, and 

give the enemy no occasion for reproach; for some have already 

turned aside to follow Satan. If any woman who is a believer 

has dependent widows, she must assist them and the church 

must not be burdened, so that it may assist those who are 

widows indeed. (1 Timothy 5:9-16 NASB)  

Moses’ father-in-law said to him, “The thing that you are doing 

is not good. You will surely wear out, both yourself and these 

people who are with you, for the task is too heavy for you; you 

cannot do it alone. Now listen to me: I will give you counsel, 

and God be with you. You be the people’s representative before 

God, and you bring the disputes to God, then teach them the 

statutes and the laws, and make known to them the way in which 

they are to walk and the work they are to do. Furthermore, you 

shall select out of all the people able men who fear God, men of 

truth, those who hate dishonest gain; and you shall place these 

over them as leaders of thousands, of hundreds, of fifties and of 

tens. Let them judge the people at all times; and let it be that 

every major dispute they will bring to you, but every minor 

dispute they themselves will judge. So it will be easier for you, 

and they will bear the burden with you. If you do this thing and 

God so commands you, then you will be able to endure, and all 

these people also will go to their place in peace.”   (Exodus 

18:17-23 NASB) 

And He said to him, “ ‘YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR 

GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, 

AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.’ (Matthew 22:37 NASB) 

But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have 

counted as loss for the sake of Christ. More than that, I count 

all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing 

Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all 

things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, 

and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own 

derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, 

the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, 

that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the 

fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; in 

order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.   

(Philippians 3:7-11 NASB) 

On the next day we left and came to Caesarea, and entering the 

house of Philip the evangelist, who was one of the seven, we 

stayed with him. Now this man had four virgin daughters who 

were prophetesses. (Acts 21:8-9 NASB) 

If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me; but if 

I do them, though you do not believe Me, believe the works, so 

that you may know and understand that the Father is in Me, and 

I in the Father.” (John 10:37-38 NASB) 


